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SUBJECT: US- NIGERIA BILATERAL COMMISSION 
REF: (A) LAGOS 6406 (B) STATE 122316 AND PREVIOUS 

1. IN DISCUSSION JULY 14 BETWEEN DEPUTY DIRECTOR MEA'S 
AMERICA DEPARTMENT ACD POLITICAL COUNSELOR, SUBJECT 
BILATERAL COMMISSION INJECTED INTO CONVERSATION. DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR SAID HE PERSONALLY THOUGHT IDEA A GOOD ONE, THOUGH 
HE READILY ALLOWED THERE WOULD BE ' PROBLEMS". OFFICIAL 
VOLUNTEERED THAT SUCH PRODPEMS OUGHT TO BE BROUGHT INTO 
OPENAND STUDIED TO SEE IF THEY COULD BE RESOLVED. HE 
THOUGHT SOME JOINT EFFORTS LOOK AT AMERICAN DIPLOMA-MILLS 
AND OTHER SUBSTANDARD OR FLY-BY-NIGHT EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
FACED BY NIGERIAN STUDENTS IN U.S. WOULD HAVE PARTICULAR 
MERIT. 

2. COMMENT: DEPUTY DIRECTOR IS AMONG MEA OFFICIALS WHO 
CAN BE CONSIDERED FRIENDS OF U.S. BUT EVEN HE FORESAW SOME 
DIFFICULTIES. PROBLEMS TO WHICH HE ALLUDED CLEARLY REVOLVE 
AROUND QUESTION OF HOW CLOSE TO U.S. IS TOO CLOSE FOR FMG. 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT AND ITS CIVILIAN BUREAUCRACY ALWAYS 
KEEP AN EYE ON AFRICAN VIEWS, NOT WANTING TO GET OUT OF 
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DOUBTEDLY BE SOME OPPOSITION WITHIN GOVERNMENT TO CLOSER 
COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED STATES. PARTICULARLY AT PRESENT 
JUNCTURE WHEN EXPOSES OF CIA INVOLVEMENT IN AFRICA AND THIRD 
WORLD KEEP APPEARING. AS EXAMPLES WE CITE RECENT STORIES 
ABOUT FBIS/KADUNA (LAGOS 6425 ) AND ALLEGATIONS CIA AGENTS 
WORKING FOR ASHLAND OIL, THE LATTER A STORY WHICH HIT 
NIGERIAN PRESS TODAY, JULY 15, (USIA 16519). IN SUCH 
CIRCUMSTANCES, THOSE FAVORING CLOSER COOPERATION WITH U.S. 
MIGHT PREFER SOME MORE UNSTRUCTURED, AD HOC-TYPE DIALOGUE TO 
THE MORE FORMAL AND STRUCTURE BILLATERAL COMMISSION. NEVER- 
THELESS CONTINUED PROBING MAY UNCOVER AREAS OF ACTIVITY 
WHERE NIGERIANS HAVE A PARTICULAR DESIRE OR LIVELY INTEREST 
IN ESTABLISHING CLOSER TIES WITH U.S. SUCH INSTANCES OUGHT TO 
BE EXPLOITED BOTH HERE AND BY DEPARTMENT IN DEALINGS WITH 
NIGERIAN EMBASSY BY POINTING OUT POTENTIAL BENEFITS BILATERAL 
COMMISSION WOULD HAVE IN THE PARTICULAR SITUATION. SLOWLY. 

WE MAY BE ABLE BUILD NIGERIAN CONSTITUENCY FOR THE IDEA OF 
BILATERAL COMMISSION. 

CROSBY 
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